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Program Offerings and Recognitions

PURPOSE: To define program offerings and recognitions.

APPLICABILITY:

Riverland Community College offers academic and career programs and awards undergraduate
certificates, diplomas, associate in arts, associate in fine arts, associate in science, and
associate in applied science degrees under the authority of the Board of Trustees for Minnesota
State Colleges and Universities.

DEFINITIONS:

Degrees, Diplomas and Certificates

Riverland Community College offers academic and technical programs and awards degrees,
diplomas and certificates under the authority of the Board of Trustees for Minnesota State
Colleges and Universities system.

Associate in Arts Degree (AA)

The AA degree is awarded for successful completion of a program of 60 semester credits in
liberal arts and sciences and is designed to constitute the first two years of a baccalaureate
degree. The AA is a liberal arts degree intended primarily for students who plan to transfer to
another college or university to complete a bachelor's degree. No specific major is listed in
conjunction with the degree; however, students may choose to concentrate in a particular field
of study in preparation for a planned major or professional emphasis at a four-year college or
university. An AA degree must include the entire Minnesota Transfer Curriculum (40 semester
credits), which, pursuant to Minnesota Statute, must transfer to any institution in the Minnesota
State Colleges and Universities system or the University of Minnesota. Students are to develop
an educational plan in consultation with a Riverland Community College Counselor or Advisor to
assure that degree requirements are fulfilled as requirements may vary depending upon the
major and transfer college.

Associate in Science Degree (AS)

The Associate in Science (AS) degree is awarded for successful completion of a program of 60
semester credits in a designated field or area which transfers to a baccalaureate major in a
related scientific or technical field. The AS degree provides a balance of liberal arts education
and career-oriented classes. The AS degree prepares students for direct employment; however,
articulation agreements must exist between the institution awarding the Associate in Science
degree and an institution awarding a related baccalaureate degree. An Associate in Science
degree shall include a minimum of 30 semester credits in general education as described in the
MnTC distribution requirements for the AS degree.


http://www.saintpaul.edu/programs/Pages/MnTransfer.aspx

Associate in Applied Science Degree (AAS)

The Associate in Applied Science (AAS) degree is awarded for successful completion of a
program of 60-72 semester credits and is intended for students who desire immediate
employment upon graduation. At Riverland Community College, the AAS program shall include
a minimum of 15 semester credits of liberal arts and sciences courses as described in

the Minnesota Transfer Curriculum distribution requirements for the AAS degree.

Diploma Programs

Diplomas are awarded for successful completion of 31-72 semester college-level credits and
are intended for students who desire entry-level employment skills or career advancement.
Students in diploma programs are required to complete technical courses as well as general
education courses.

Certificate Programs

Certificates are awarded for successful completion of 9-30 semester college-level credits.
Certificates are awarded for successful completion of a program intended to provide students
with entry-level employment skills or to enhance a student’s technical skills.

Program Option Recognition

All students who complete an approved program option within or beyond the major program’s
requirements shall have that option acknowledged on the diploma, degree, or certificate
transcript. Students must notify the Registrar of the program option during the application for
graduation process prior to graduation.

DOES THIS POLICY HAVE A PROCEDURE? No

LIST RELATED POLICIES, PROCEDURES OR PLANS HERE:
http://www.riverland.edu/transfer/mntc-course.cfm
http://www.mntransfer.org/index.html
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