
PARENT WIZARD
ON THE 2024 – 2025 FAFSA

A series of questions, for dependent 
students, to determine which 
parent’s information to use.



New for the 2024-2025 FAFSA:

The 2024-2025 FAFSA has a series of questions, about dependent students’ 
parents, that is referred to as the Parent Wizard

The purpose of the wizard is to help the student determine which parent 
needs to be a contributor to the FAFSA.



Once you’ve been determined to be a dependent 
student, the FAFSA will present you with questions to 
determine which parent and/or stepparent needs to 
‘contribute’ to your FAFSA.

Depending on how you answer 
the question, you will be 

presented with another question 
or directions on whose 

information will need to be 
provided.



If you answer Yes, you are 
given directions that you 
need to provide information 
for both of your parents. 

Click on Continue 

Parents Married to Each Other:



Enter one of your 
parent’s information 
here for their 
contributor invite to 
be sent to them.

We recommend you 
only enter one 
parent’s information 
here.  When they 
complete their portion 
of your FAFSA, they 
will enter the 
information for your 
other parent.



Parents Not Married to Each Other & Not Living Together:

Once you answer No to your parents being 
married to each other, a second question is asked.

Additional questions are asked about the support 
provided by your parents



Note:

Carefully read the information below the question,
“Did one parent provide more financial support than the 
other parent over the past 12 months?”  If your parents 
provided equal support, you are instructed to list the 
parent with the greater income or assets as the 
contributing parent.

If the parent you listed is not re-married, you will only 
need to enter their information on the next step. 



If the parent selected as the contributor isn’t 
remarried, you only need to enter their 
information.

If the parent you 
selected as the 

contributor is 
remarried, your 

stepparent’s 
information will also 
need to be provided.



Parents Not Married to Each Other & Living Together:

If your parents are 
not married to 
each other, but 
are living together, 
both parents will 
need to be listed 
as contributors.



Once the contributor invites are completed, you 
will continue with the student portion of the 
FAFSA.

Your FAFSA is not complete until your 
contributor(s) complete their section.  You will be 
able to monitor the status from your 
studentaid.gov dashboard.
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